
APOLOGY  

 
Dub McClish, David Watson, and others: 
 
I want to sincerely apologize to both Dub McClish and David Watson for the way things 
were handled and my part in all that took place regarding your no longer being with The 
Gospel Journal. My actions and votes at the time were out of the sincerity of my heart 
and what, at the time, I was led to believe to be best for The Gospel Journal and its 
continued existence. I now realize that the information I received was wrong. I was being 
given the information that brother McClish’s reputation had been ruined and that if he 
remained as editor the paper would die. Not having heard anything myself, I simply 
accepted what I was being told by my fellow board members (sadly, I did not realize that 
I could not accept what was being said and I apologize for that). 
 
It now appears to me that there has been a concerted effort to destroy the reputation of 
a good man—Dub McClish. I apologize for my part in being used to further their cause. I 
am sorry for not doing some of the things that I should have done and not realizing what 
was taking place (especially behind the scenes) so I would not have had a part in it. 
Brother McClish had done nothing worthy of being forced to resign, but it appears to me 
that the board bowed to pressure to get rid of him, and I was made an unknowing 
accomplice in this. This pressure began with Frank Chesser’s hate-filled response to 
brother McClish’s summation of the Apologetics Press Scandal (which none of the board 
members thought there was any sin involved). But apparently to support Apologetics 
Press, brother McClish was sacrificed as was The Gospel Journal itself. I sincerely 
apologize to Dub McClish, David Watson, and the brotherhood for my part in this sad 
state of affairs. 
 
Michael Hatcher 
August 11, 2005 


